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Honorable Rector,
[bookmark: _Hlk190767134]As Scientific Responsible -for Aristotle University of Thessaloniki- of the Ιnspireurope+ ISupporting Researchers at Risk project, I cordially invite you to join the Inspireurope+ Outreach Workshop- Regional (SE Europe) which will be held in Thessaloniki in hybrid form (Aristotle University Research Dissemination Center-KEDEA), on March 13, 2025.
Inspireurope+ is the successor of the Inspireurope Initiative (2019-2022, funded under MSCA). It is led by a consortium of 7 European partners active in supporting researchers at risk and is coordinated by Maynooth University (host of Scholars at Risk Europe). Building on the work undertaken by the first Inspireurope, all Inspireurope+ partners have been working diligently on promoting cooperation across Europe in support of researchers at risk and on increasing employment opportunities for them in the academic and non-academic sector in Europe.
Aristotle University, having a leading role in the outreach activities throughout Central, Eastern and South Europe, has organized two Outreach Workshops under the Inspireurope project; the first Outreach Workshop in September 2020 brought together key stakeholders from Greece and other European countries and succeeded in raising awareness especially in Greek HEIs; furthermore, it has promoted the effort to build a Greek section of the Scholars at Risk Network (SAR Greece section. The second Inspireurope Regional Outreach Workshop in March 2022 focused on promoting collaboration in Eastern and South Europe with an emphasis on Balkan Universities and the ways they can support researchers at risk in their effort to continue their academic/professional career in a safe work environment in Europe.
The upcoming Regional Workshop on March 13, 2025 will focus on the importance of the active support of at-risk researchers for promoting core academic values (especially academic freedom, academic responsibility and excellence in research), as well as on discussing challenges and sharing good practices that will increase preparedness and capacity of academic institutions and interested employers of the non-academic sector to host /employ researchers successfully and in a mutually beneficial way. The Workshop will include sessions on:
· Academic Freedom: A Global Perspective
· European-level Actions for Researchers at Risk
· National-level Actions/Support Networks for R@R, with a focus on Southeast Europe
· Career development & cross-national circulation of researchers in Europe
Your University’s participation in the Workshop–either on-site or online- will be a great pleasure and honor for us and will contribute significantly to fulfilling its aims. Furthermore, we would welcome an intervention on your side during the session “European & National-level Actions/Support Networks for Researchers at Risk with a focus on Southeastern European HEIs” (scheduled at 11.00-35.00 CET, attached the draft agenda) about your University’s relevant experience, as well as about existing or planned activities for the support of at-risk scholars.
We look forward to your Institution’s participation and we remain at your disposal for any additional information.
Sincerely, 
Alexandros Triantafyllidis
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AUTh’s Scientific Responsible of Inspireurope+ &
Chair of SAR Greece Section
Contact: Alexandros Triantafyllidis + 302310 998545, atriant@auth.gr, 
Tsapoutzoglou Malamati + 302310 997332,inspire_auth@auth.gr 
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